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Situational Analysis of Governance:Local governmental behavior in risk

CONSITAINE *rereeeerrrerssernesnarseestaisescsesarteassasnsssoses ILv Fan g 98

Abstract: The behavior of local government is not only shaped by economic and
political incentives, but also confronted with risk constraint from the design of the
administrative system and the action of the administrational objects. During poverty
reduction process in Wuling city’s *entire-village advancement” program,in order to
reduce governance risk, local poverty alleviation office seeks to persuade high-level
decision-makers to change the original governance objective by means of “appeal”.
With the description and analysis of this case, the paper proposes a theoretical
framework to explain local governmental behavior in risk constraint. The author argues
that local governments have explored multiple strategies of “ being flexible”,
“collusion” and “appeal” under the environment of increasing administrative risk
constraint, and the middle-level analysis of governance situations is conducive to
explain the adoption of different coping strategies by local governments.

“Selective Solidification” of Self-Boundary; Citizens movement and the
reconstruction of state-individual relationship during China’s social

transformation <+:e-+-- Mesesessessessrsasenracaransarenes Shi Yunqing 125

Abstract: In China, the frequent social conflicts happened during rapid urbanization
since the 1990s could be understood as a process of releasing the society from the
state after the formation of the market, as well as the reconstruction of state-individual
relationship initiated by agents. One dilemma always facing the agents of citizens
movement in China is that the “legitimacy” and “ protest space” must be produced at
the same time, which illustrates the paradox of state-individual relationship in China’s
transformation : the externalization of individuals out of the concrete state is on the
premise of the internalization of individuals into the abstract state. Based on a case
study of a collective lawsuit of citizens being relocated in City B, this paper illustrates
the “selective solidification” mechanism of self-boundary, including distinguishing
the administrative levels of the state,dividing the double identities of the state around
the land issue, and differentiating the economic function from the administrative
function of the state. As an adaptation for the above-mentioned dilemma, the essence
of this mechanism is the independent and equal state-individual relationship rebuilt
by the agents based on the transformation of self-boundary from permeated to
solidified,, which drives China move from a traditional almighty state toward a modemn
state with the state,market,society and individuals playing their respective roles.
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