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Geopolitical Factors, Interests and Network: Factory relocation in the
late stage of the Third Front Construction ---ccreoeveee: Hu Yuehan 46

Abstract; Taking two factories in central China as examples, this study examines
the relocation of factories from remote areas to cities during the adjustment stage of
the Third Front Construction. It finds that geopolitical factors, interests and network
are three critical factors determining factory relocation. According to national policy,
the city nearest to the factory should be the factory s first choice when relocated.
Factory workers’ native places also have potential impact. Both factories and local
governments select strategies based on the principle of self-interests maximization.
For the factories, the preferential policy provided by the local government is the key
factor shaping factories” relocation decision. For the local government, whether the
factories could promote local economic development and boost fiscal income are the
most important factors when considering the factories” relocation application. When
faced with uncertain factors such as regional competition and alternative choices, both
factories and local governments take the strategy of “network operation in Beijing” ,
which means both parties use personal networks in the central government to affect
superior leadership’s decision, making the relocation decision most beneficial to their
own interests. This behavior pattern strengthens the role of social network and
weakens the market mechanism in factory relocation during the late stage of the Third
Front Construction.

The Social Networking Site: technicality or sociality? — +eeereeeereceeeees
............................................ coevseeesnses Chen Fuping 72

Abstract: Abstract: As a technological application in the web2.- 0 age, the social
networking site (SNS) is viewed by public opinion as an important, or a radical,
force to catalyze social change. Meanwhile, academic explanations largely focus
upon its influence on motives and demands of individual users. However, this paper
suggests that this technology-individual oriented approach has neglected structural
constraints on SNS as a technology application on the one hand, and on the other,
nor can it reflect its characteristic of public participation. In this paper, based on an
analysis of a set of cross-national data via the multilevel logistic model, we examine
the social context characterized by both technological and social forces in SNS usage.
The results show that SNS usage is entangled with technological elements such as
digital literacy or mobile device on the one hand, and on the other, it is also
embedded in social networks whilst being shaped by the structure of public
participation. These factors 'lead to complexity of information and participation in
SNS usage. Our empirical evidence does not support the argument of technological
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