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Sociology of Time and Space: Theory and Practice

The Temporal Dimension of Talcott Parsons’s Social Theory

........................................................................ He Jian 1

Abstract: Based on the criticism of sociologists Barbara Adam, Anthony Giddens and
Patrick Baert, this paper elaborates on the temporal dimension of Talcott Parsons’s social
theory. The author argues that actually Parsons is not a structural-functionalist; in fact, his
theory of action system is essentially a functional analysis of “structure-processes”. The
dimension of time is an internal factor of the theoretical construction of his theory. For
Parsons, time is not irrelavent to “problem of order”, but has substantial relevance to
interactions, interchange, change, etc. On the one hand, one of the ways in which time
becomes internal element of social theory is to understand the “present”. The mechanism of
“present” embodies emergence and sociality, in other words, it is about differentiation,
boundaries, relationships, the change of mediums, and so on. On the other hand, thinking
is one of the important manners to realize the shifts of systems over temporal dimension; in

fact, the thinking time has been the shifting processes among systems.

How Does Market Operate under the Condition of Capital Shortage? A
Study of Social Time Mechanism of Textile Industry of Pu Town
..................................................................... Li Yingfei 21

Abstract ; Based on the case of textile industry of Pu Town, this paper brings in social
time mechanism to illustrate how financial activities and continuous operation of the SMEs
under the condition of capital shortage are realized through costallocation and massive
graduated debts in the production chain. Starting from the relational contract, this paper
adds a dimension of time, which is called social time mechanism, to those of market
power and social relations. By this social time mechanism, the author expands the

meaning of credit, highlights the restriction of repayment capacity and repayment period

242



on trading process. Then the author uses this model to explain how the two trading parties
adopt the capital settlement period developed under such mechanism to adapt to and

promote operation and development of the market in absence of third-party credit guarantee.

PAPER

Rights Arrangement “For the Market” VS. Protecting Society “To Discard
Marketization” ; On the debate between Douglas North and Karl Polanyi
............................................................ Wang Shuixiong 47

Abstract : Karl Polanyi’s idea of “the Great Transformation” mainly based its theory on
the comment that labor, land, and money were treated as fictitious commodities in the
19th century; however, Polanyi made a mistake in this cornerstone of his theory: He
considered what exchanged in the market as a physical entity instead of a right to
perform certain ( physical ) actions. Thus his analysis of “embeddedness”, “market
society” , and “social protection” are vague and imprecise. Comparing Polanyi’s idea
with that of Douglas North would be helpful for us to understand the importance of the
establishment of a proper, basic unit of analysis in the study of economic of sociology,

and the necessarity of setting up a suitable analysis theory.

The Self-centred Philanthropist; Family involvement and corporate social

responsibility in private enterprises «««-eeeeeeeeeeeaieiaiiiiia. Zhu Bin 74

Abstract : Though Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR) has attracted increasing attention
in recent years, systematic studies on CSR of China’s enterprises are absent from academic
publications. This paper is dedicated to explore the effects of family involvement in CSR of
private enterprises. Using the Private Enterprises Data in China, the paper reveals that, on
the one hand, family involvement will improve the CSR investment towards community
stakeholders; on the other hand, family involvement has a negative effect on CSR of
contractual stakeholders. With the influence of “chaxu geju”, the author attempts to point
out that Chinese families tend to shift between different logics of behavior when faced with
people with whom they have different types of relationships, and bring the action model into

company when they engage themselves in management and business affairs.

Assisted-type Government:; On the township government in the era of
“governing the state through programs”

................................................ Fu Wei & Jiao Changquan 98

Abstract : After rural fee reform, the grass-roots governments in the central and western
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