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of living with married daughters and living apart from adult children than Taiwan region.
Second, a distinctive rural-urban policy in Chinese mainland southeast leads to a
stronger rural-urban difference of intergenerational coresidence in Chinese mainland
southeast than in Taiwan region. However, the aged in rural Chinese mainland
southeast is more likely to live apart from married children than in both rural and urban
Taiwan region. Third, the rural Chinese mainland southeast has a larger proportion of
agricultural populatien and also a larger proportion of labor in the public sector than their
counterpart in Taiwan region. This implies more intensive involvement of public sector
in daily life and more non-familial mede of social organization in Chinese mainland
southeast than in Taiwan region, and accordingly is perhaps a major source of different
intergenerational living arrangement in two societies.

Continuity and Change of Intergenerational Relations in Family of Taiwan

Region: The interplay of resources and norms -+« Yi Chin-Chun 189

Abstract: This study examines the intergenerational relations in Taiwan region with
three focuses. Using data from “Taiwan Social Change Survey” since the mid-80s, core
family values indicated by support attitudes and filial concept are first presented with
their longitudinal trend development. The result shows important lineage and
generational differences. The second analyses center on the intergenerational exchanges
of adult children with their elderly parents as well as with their own adult children.
Findings confirm the patriarchal influences with parents being the receiver and children
as the provider in intergenerational exchanges. Gender variation points out sons as major
provider of financial and physical assistance while daughters as emotional supporter.
The last analyses incorporate norms and resources and its interplay in explaining the
provision of adult children to their elderly parents. Results support the significant effects
of reciprocal filial piety, and the interaction effects further indicate important gender
norm influences in that higher normative concept results in sons providing more
assistance in financial, physical and emotional aspects, while for daughters, the
opposite effect is observed. The paper concludes with a comparison to East Asian
societies and to the West by asserting that patriarchal norms must be considered in
studying intergenerational relations in Chinese societies.

Effects of Perceived Filial Behavior Standard and Actual Filial Behavior
Level on City Middle-Aged Children’s Filial Piety
....... verevssieeesnnneneeennnnnees [ Wanyu, Kou Yu & Li Zhen 216

Abstract: Through semi-structured interview and quasi-experimental design, we found
that the majority of peers’ filial behavior was conceived as behavior standard by middle-
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aged children. When they chose to send their elderly parents to nursing home, they
thought that their filial behavior level was below the perceived standard. To avoid inner
imbalance, they adjusted filial piety to realize the balance of horizontal comparison
through supplement cognition or reduction cognition. The stability of reduction cognition
depended on middle-aged children’s compromise to filial expectations on children among
three generations. They felt that the current standard was high, but on the other hand,
thought it would decline over time, and they would accept it by changing their behavioral
intention of sending elderly parents to nursing home and correspondingly emotional and
cognitive evaluations.

246



