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The Hidden Institutionalization of “ Above-standard Official Reception”

A case study of a county government in China reserererrereranncen.
Cieeearaineesnes rtrrrrrreereaanes weeseeeens Yan Xia & Wang Ning 1

Abstract: “ Above-standard official reception” refers to the official réception that
exceeds the standards of formal government regulations. This paper aims at exploring
the cultural and ipstitutional basis of why public spending on official banquets has
been out of control in contemporary China based on a case study of a county
government , which is economically underdeveloped and has few migrants. It is found
that both the traditional Chinese culture of renging and the unreasonable formal
institutions have contributed to the “ above-standard official banquets”. The culture
of renging provides a choice to government employees, and the loopholes in the
formal institutions make room for the hidden institutionalization of “above-standard
official banquets”. Through repeated practices, “above-standard official banquet”
has evolved into an informal institution in Chinese governments. Meanwhile, the
standard of official reception has been increasing due to the competition among
different government agencies,

Informal Power Structure and Economic Policy of Local Government in
China --«:-- Liv Mingxing, Zhang Dong, Qian Tao & Zhang Qi 26

Abstract: In this research, we argue that the origin of the spatial variations of local
economic policies in Zhejiang province from 1950s to 1990s could be traced back to
the revolutionary legacies prior to 1949, which is embodied by the events forged at
the critical historical junctures. The hypothesis is that. the revolutionary history
prior to 1949 shaped the informal power structures in Zhejiang, which in tum
determined the attitudes of local officials toward the capitalistic development under
their administration since 1949 until into the 1990s. To be more specific, if a
particular locality established its own revolutionary base, and set up its own military
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