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Bureaucratic Structure and Policy Implementation <«++--+- reversreiiann
SELITRLRERERIRELELE Chen Jigjian, Bian Huimin & Deng Xiangshu 1

Abstract: It is widely agreed that policy implementation is often distorted and loses
efficacy in practice, however, existing studies failed to find the mechanisms of why
and how policy implementation is distorted. Through an in-depth investigation of a
policy implementing process, this paper attempts to reveal the dynamic process of
how the central government’s policy is implemented by heterogeneous local
bureaucratic branches, which are the actors carrying out nearly all policies in China.
By focusing on the specific behaviors of different participants of the bureaucratic
system, the authors illustrate the mechanisms of policy compromise and
transformation during policy implementation. The paper argues that, due to
heterogeneous goals, incentives and the constraints of different bureaucratic
branches, the policy implementation process inevitably confronts a highly
differentiated bureaucratic structure. In order to alleviate the friction between policy
and the bureaucratic system, some policies are abolished, and some are distorted.

Familiar Strangers; Examining the impact of guanxi among protest

leaders on-homeowners’ resistance ------ He Yanling & Zhong Pei 21

Abstract: Why some homeowners’ resistances endure and succeed while many others
fail remains inadequately resolved. Based on a case study of homeowners’ resistance
in X City, this pa;;er examines the impact of guanxi among protest leaders on the
results of collective resistance. It finds that collective resistances go through highs
and lows when guanxi among protest leaders varies from “friends” to “familiar
strangers”. More specifically, guanxi among protest leaders greatly affect the
process of resource reproduction, and consequently have a significant impact on the
final result of collective resistance.
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