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return to the role of law enforcement and order maintenance.

Laying Social Justice as the Foundation of Social Safety «++++eeeveeeeees
......................................................... Wu Zhongmin 17

Abstract: Currently various social contradictions become more and more prevalent in
China. The main reason is that the development of social construction and social
management has lagged far behind economic development particularly social jus—
tice which is the core content of social construction and social management is seri—
ously compromised in China. The author argues that social justice is the foundation of
social safety; it is the fundamental principle of institutional arrangements; it is an im—
portant lever to mitigate the gap between the rich and the poor; it is conducive to the
formation of social structures with positive interactions; and it is the major way to
build the olive-shaped social structure. Only through maintaining and enhancing so—
cial justice we could effectively resolve and alleviate social contradictions and con—
sequently ensure the safe and stable development of Chinese society.

State Building and the Installation and Change of the Xinfang System in
China Since 1949  +eeeeerreneeeeenenmeneneenenenrenenees Feng Shizheng 25

Abstract: Looking from the angle of state building this paper aims to explain the in—
stallation and evolution as well as the logic of institutional change of China’ s xin-
fang system since 1949 as an outcome of the state-building process. It argues that
born from the state” s political ideology of “mass line” the xinfang system was con—
ceived to be able to achieve two fundamental purposes that is to mobilize the socie—
ty for political ends and to resolve societal grievances. Though xinfang work is re—
quired to integrate and balance the two goals in practice from 1949 to 1978 the
xinfang system was manipulated to primarily serve political goals and the complaints
of the petitioners were often bent to meet the state’ s political needs. This particular
orientation of xinfang work led to the revolutionization of the xinfang system itself and
the aggravation of societal grievances as well. Therefore since 1978 the state has
tried to turn the xinfang system into an apparatus to appease societal grievances. As a
result the xinfang system has undergone massive bureaucratization. In recent years
the state’s headache is to cope with the contentious actions taking advantages of the
political opportunities unintendedly created by the xinfang system.

Middle School Tracking and Occupational Status Attainment in China
.......................................... Wang Weihai & Gu Yuan 48

Abstract; In Blau-Duncan’ s status attainment model and other related researches
education was used as the intermediate variable for stratum reproduction but the

242



