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Abstract This paper analyzes the corflict problem from the angle of exit cost and
information. Firstly the author interprets a twenty-dollar auction with rational choice theory
and finds out that high exit cost and insufficient information may be important in explaining
the seemingly unreasonable high auction price. Using a case of massve failure of bidding-
ROSCASs, the author goes on to illuminate the roles of exit cost and information played. The
paper ends with several examples showing that many conflicts are due to high exit cost and
insufficient informations and marny institutions may have the effect of reducing exit cost and
transferring inffommation hence helping eliminating conflict.
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Abstract 'This article begins with a bref account of the end of phenomenological
sociology after the sixties in the last century, which isfollowed by a detailed account of a
spectium of theoretical constructions offered by phenomenologists and sociologists in the
last century. The spectrum comprises of three ontological foci, namely, the actor and his
situation actors interactingg and otherness which extend in that orer from the
phenomenological pole to the sociological pole. The relative positions of the constructions
on the spectium are negotiated, the meaning of these positions in theoretical sociology is
investigated and the future development of theoretical sociology is thereby assessed.
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Abstract; Starting with an analysis of sociality and social rootstock of “ suffering”, the
paper discusses how the narrative of common peasants about their lives can be the history.
The narrative of suffering from peasants who called themselves “ auffering people”
composed importantly oral data about Chinese rural social life in the latter half of 20th
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century, and became significant academic resources as well as the special field of
knowledge production. The sociality of “suffering” established the organic connection
between the owinary life of common people and the macw social history, and showed the
need of revealing the wots of “ suffering” from the perspective of social structure and power
relationship. Whenwe consider civilization as everyday-life practice of common people,
the life history of peasanis can be connected with the process of the macro social history,
and their trivial stories as ormganic parts of grand narmtive, can be provided with
extraordinary meanings. That is the process of making history from everyday life of
common people.
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Abstract Objectivists view the phenomenon of “ social stratification” as the “ objective

reality” that is given to and independent of the subjective consciousness of individuality of

“ social stratification” as a

a society’ s individual members. Subjectivists consider
“subjective reality” made up by individual subjective consciousness. In contrast to both
“ objectivists” and “ subjectivists”, pluralistic discourse analysts take “ social stratifi cation”
as a “ discourse reality” constructed by specific socidl members with certain specific
strategies when constrained and guided by a specific discourse system. Correspondingly,
objectivists always focus on exploring the “ objective laws” contwlling the formation and
changes of “ social stratification”, subjectivists are always committed to the study of those
subjective consciousnesses whereas pluralistic discouse analysts are calling for the study

of those discourse strategy and system.
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Transition in Village Power in Late Qing: The case of Baixian county ------
............................................................ Liang Yong 102

Abstract In late Qing dynasty, the movement of “ establishing schools with temples’
assets’ led by the govemment was widely accepted and practiced in mral society. Iis
biggest influence on the rural power stmcture is the appearance of Xuedong a post
empowered by the govemment and caused constant lawsuits in local society. The paper

proposes that the rise of schools is coincident with the transition in local power structure.
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ceeseeeeees Yang Weimin 120

Abstract Social welfare is directly related to the pursuit of human fundamental value,
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