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Abstract: How do the changes of social structure affect people’ s life chances ? Taking the
needs of the state and its agencies — to extract enough revenue and to maintain political
support — into consideration, this study argues that the discrepancy between economic
liberalization and continued political authoritarianism increases the motivation and ability of
the state to relieve the burden on peasants. At the central level the political needs of the
central government have gradually prevaled over its economic needs and the goverrment
has proposed a series of policies to mwlieve rural societies. However changes in the
policies of the central govemment do not necessanly mean that the local govemments will
follow suit. Based on ethnographic data from three townships in rural Guangdong this
study illustrates how the township govemments respond to the state’ s needs according to

their situation and accordingly increase or decrease peasants’ life chances.

Elite Fxchange and In-group Reproduction in Urtban China -« --eceeevee
................................................ Zheng Hui &LiLulu 65

Abstract: Two theories have been dominant in the studies of elite under state-socialism.
Walde? s theory of “ divided elite” depicts two distinct elite groups as cadre elite and
professional elite. Szelenyi’ s theory of “ differentiated elite” takes on the issue of
differentiation of former elite in transitional post-socialist societies. As neither of the
theonies could fully capture or explain the dynamic of elite mobility in contemporary
China the authors propose a theoretical model of “ elite exchange and in-group
reproduction”.  Elite exchange and in-group reproduction contains two mechanisms: elite
exclusion and elite exchange. The conjunctive function of elite excuson and elite
exchange contributes to the formation of a new elite class in China. The empincal analysis

in this paper also provides preliminaty evidence for the theoretical frame.

Gerneralized Social Capital versus Particularized Social Capital: Social capital
and local governance in urban China  ------ Chen Jie &Lu Chunlong 87

Abstract: Scholars are still debating on the types of social capital and their roles in
shaping economic development and government performance in different ecoromic and
political systems. This paper examines the mpacts of two types of social capital —
generalized and particularized — on the performance of grassroots self government
institutions in wban China, based on an original survey of 144 urban neighborhood
communities in China’ s three major cities. The findings indicate that the generalized
social capital embodied in the indiscriminative trust and inclusive social networks positively
affected the performance of the self government institutions, while the paiticularized social
capital as manifested in discriminative trust and exclusve social networks has negative
impacts.

“Field of Qi” and the Occurring Mechanism of Mass Disturbances: A
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Abstract: By a comparative study of two cases in Soutlwest China, this article proceeds
from the point of “ field of Qi”, a special expression of emotions of Chinese, and studies
the occurring mechanism of mass distutbances which is a patticular kind of collective
action in contemporary China. The author analyzes the six layers of conformation of the
“field of Qi”, on the base of which the author distinguishes two kinds of mass
distwbances: one is the mass distutbance based on stakeholders the other is based on
nomr stakeholders. In the end the author discusses the differences of mass distubances

and social movements.

A Study on Elderly Poverty from a Life Course Perspective --v-ex«oreeeeeeee
................................................ Xu Jing &Xu Yongde 122

Abstract: Based on a sernes of biographical interviews with 23 people aged 60— 82 in
2008 this article reports an in-depth study of life trajectories among low-income elder
people in Beijing. The findings show that a variety of trajectory patterns exhibit among
those elders. With three directions in old age (improving level and declining) and
patterns over lifespan (smooth and fluctuating), their trajectories are categorized into six
types. Case studies are presented to illustrate each type of trajectories. Elder s life course
paradigm is used in this study to analyze elder people” s life stories. The main conclusions
include: (1) although all of the poor elders belong to “ the poor” in cument stage, they
are not homogenous group since they have diverse processes of poverty creation and
maintenance; (2) the causes of old age poverty are mainly rooted in previous eardy-life
experience rather than factors linked to late-life stage; (3) in Chinese context, the
unexpected life events created under abmpt social transitions accounted much for the
fluctuating of eldedy people’ s poverty trajectories; (4) five types of relations were found
betveen life events and old age poverty.

REVIEW

Social Science Research on Chinese Organizations in the English literature
....................................... Zhou Xueguang &Zhao Wei 145

Abstract In this article, we survey socia science research on Chinese organizations in
the Englih literature. The puipose of this survey is to identify major research themes and
activities on Chinese organizations the theoretical aiguments and the causal mechanisns
identified in social science disciplines. We organize our survey by the disciplinary fields
— sociology, political science, and economics but we am to contrast studies across
these academic fields to highlight intellectual connections bifurcations or departures.
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