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Abstract: This study is based on the data of social survey held in urban and rural Xiamen
from 1996 to 1998. It focuses on the differences in the structure and size of social support net-
works for the elderly between city and countryside, and explores the relation between the net-
works and daily life. It points out, 1)family support is still the main part of the elderly soical
support networks; 2)the function of family members in the support netwoik shows characteristic
of community; 3)the siaton of family support in city differs from countryside, depending on
the types of sub-support networks and intervention of fomal support; 4) the multiplex of social
support is helpful for improving the quality of elderly life. This study also discusses some points
of view in theoty of social support network, policy for elderly and the indexes of measure.
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