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Abstract; Based on the data from villages with different economic development levels in
Fujian province, this paper explores how the Organic Law and other regulations regarding vil-
lage committee elections are implemented. According to the theoretical framework of rational
choice institutionalism, the author regards villagers, candidates and township cadres as rational
actors, who calculate their costs and berefits in elections and take actions that can maximize
their interests. Of course, their strategic alternatives are influenced and structured by these ra-
tional actors’ statuses and channeled by established institutions. It is these rational actors’
strategic alternatives that intentionally or unconsciously facilitate the implementation of the sys-

tem of village committee elections.
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