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Abstract; Social capital as both concept and theory has drawn much intellectuals’ interest and
research in the past two decades in social sciences (especially in sociology), but it is a most prominent
and contioversial concept and theory. In my opinion, the controversy on social capital is due to different
definitions concepts, measurements, and analysis levels. The aim of this paper is not to settle all
controversies and debates, but to clarify the source of many controversies and debates. I hope that my

review will be helpful to future systematic theoretical reconstruction and research on social capital.
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