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Abstract: This article analyzes social causes of prevalence of the rumor and gossip about SARS in
Beijing, Guangzhou and other districts of China in early 2003 when SARS was spreading. Methods like
questionnaires, interviews and analysis of documents are used in this article. Rumors and gossip are
information spread in society which has no adequate proofs and are the results of three components

working together which are aberration of people’ s mind, recreation of disseminator and use of folk culture

and tradition.
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