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Abstract: This paper reviews Bourdieu” s theory of social class. It is organized into three main

sections. In part one, as the background to understand his class theory, Bourdieu’ s general framework of

social theory, methodology, and key temns are briefly introduced. Part two reviews Bourdieu” s theoretical

insights on class concept, capital and class classifications class habitus and taste, class trajectory and

related topics. In part three, the author comments on Bourdieu’ s important contributions to class theory

and its limitations, highlights the heuristic implication of his class theory and the possibility to apply it to

Chinese society to develop some empirical research questions.
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