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classification of formal vs. substantive rationality in his typology of social actions. Under
the framework of his typology, he is unable to perceive the continuous influences of
traditional cultures (Westem and non-Western) on the progress of modemity in the West
and elsewheres as well as the coexistence of formal and substantive mtionality in the

context of modernity.
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.......................................... Wang Tianfi &Wang Fang 156

Abstract: This paper examines the roles of institutional sources in the spectacular rise of
income inequality in urban China during the reform era. Categories created under the state
socidlism show new life in an emerging market economy and continue to form the
institutional sources of nsing economic mequality. In addition to rewarding individuals
differently according to their attiibutes income distibution in urban China shows a clear
pattern of alignment along boundaries such as locality, industrial sector, ownership type
and work omganizations. Relying on mechanisms such as exclusion and opportunity
hoarding, and by forming local cowporatism and work organization ownership members in
different categories retain a degree of equality while allowing inequality between categories
rise sharply.

Sociological Analysis of Nostalgia as A Cultural Event
......................................................... Zhao Jingrong 182

Abstract Nostalgia has been a popular spectacle of culture in the modern society.
Emerging specially in some social circumstances and reflecting the modern people’ s deep
demands nostalgia is a psychological defense mechanism which contends with over
reasoning of modem society by aesthetics in order to remedy the turbulent and unsafe
qualities of modern life and pusue the soul s home. Nostalgia is ofien of the popular

formal and commernical character in modem times.
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