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Abstract At present, various kinds of legal protections and policy systems for migrant
workers are more and more perfect but migrant workems, especially injured migrant
wotkers are still miserable. By focusing on the process of safeguarnding the rights of injured
migrant workers this paper has discovered that there is another process that is completely
opposite to the empowement in practice. There is a process of de-powement. De-
powement refers to the fact that although the empowered group claimed on their rights
nominally, they get caught into a completely opposite process of legalized deprivation in
the practical process of stmggling for their own rights and interests. The concept of
legalized deprivation takes on the fomms of institutional interlink in the operation of
institutional practice. The present research has analyzed four types of institutional
interlinks which are found in the operating process including delegitimation increase of
the cost of safeguarding rights the alternative usage of institutions and the weakening of
social support.

“Peasant-labor” : System and identity ----+------------- Chen Yingfang 119

Abstract Beginning with the concept of urbam citizenship, this research explored the
systematic background and the mechanism of identity constuction which wraburban
migrants became norn-urban-citizens. The author proposed that the govemment s need for
the existing household registration system served as a context in which the existing
household registration and peasantlabor system had been maintained for decades.
However, the central goverrment’ s strategy of transferring power and responsibility to a
lower level and the local governments orentations of protecting their own interests did not
contibute any practical solution for problems mrlevant to peasant-labor’ s rghts and
interests. Moreover; the construction and the high endosement of peasantlabor identity,
which was regarded as the third identity in the society of China, not only formed the
legitimate foundation of the existing peasantlabor system, but also influenced the rght
consciousness of mralurban migrants and their actions of interest articulation.

The Relevance of Culture to Modemity: Revisiting Max Weber’ s theoretical
JegAGy  woreesreees s e e e Xia Guang 133

Abstract. This essay examines the lmitations of Weber s conception of modemity from
the perspective of how culture relates to modemity. It agues that Weber is simplistic in
defining formal mtionality as the general feature of modern culture. This simplistic
perception makes it impossible for Weber or Weberians to explain the possible affinity
between non-Westem traditions (the Confucian tradition in this case) and modernity, as
well as the possibility for Western modernity to transcend fommal rationality in its cultural
sphere. This essay further argues that the reason for Weber' s simplicity lies in his ngd
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