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Defining the Property Rights in the Context of Township and Village
Collective Enterprises — ceeeeeeeeeeeeecennn Zhe Xiaoye &Chen Yingying 1

Abstract As an important part of social life in the history of economic development,

defining the property nights is a process of interactions between concerned parties to reach
or change an agreement or contract on the nature of the propeity rights. The experence in
changing the ownership of township and village collective enterprises ( TVEs) in
contemporary China since the mid 1990s demonstrates that the public property in these
entewprises is defined largely by social factors instead of maiket forces. To be mare
specifics the social contract regarding the nature of the property rights in these enterprises
is neither an institution consciously designed nor a spontaneous consequence of social
relationships. Rather, it resulis from the integration of social interactions in the economic
development of mral areas and it reflects public efforts to reach a hamonious social
order. The contract thus formed functions to sofien tensions on property-related issues and
foster cooperation in rural communities when the markei-based and market oriented contact
is still under construction. Howeves the role of this kind of contract seems to be limited
when dramatic transformation in the institutional environment of rural communities occurs.

On the other hand, if the govemment in pushing forward its property rights refoms,

replaces the social contract of the property rights in TVEs with deliberately institutionalized
systems without properly considering how the functions of the former are to be continued or
substituted  the sustainable development of mral communities might be at stake.

Pressure for Changes; Central-local interactions in rural tax-forfee reform

....................................... Li, Linda Chelan &Wu Licii 44

Abstract: The wral “ tax-for-fee” reform was instrunental to the recent wave of central
initiatives in resolving the governance crisis in the countiysides though slashing the heavy
peasant burden and subsequently local govemment reform at grassroots levels. Facing the
pressute of reforms grasswots-level goverrments implemented central directives whilst
employing the “ tactics of the weak”, in order to save their comers. An“ objective”, and
often unintended’, consequence was that the provision of rural public goods was undercut
and many township governments had a hard time to maintain day-to-day operation. Events

243



had thus turned a new twist and the central government found itself facing a new form of
govemance cisis. In response to this latest development, the central govemment was
stepping up its direct involvement in the provision of public goods in the countryside. This
paper concludes that if poperly implemented the latest trend points to the direction

whereby rural govemance may be sustainable improved in the future.

The Effects of Social Class on Social Capital of Networks in Urban China
...................................................... Zhang Wenhong 64

Abstract: This paper is aimed at explonng in what ways and to what extent class position
affects the structural characteristics of social netwoik from the perspective of scial class
analysis. Based on a large scale questionnaire survey on social networks in utban Beijing,
this research analyzed the data collected from a random sample of 1, 004 adult residents.
Our central hypothesis is: social classes differ in ego-centered social capital of networks.
The major findings are in three aspects: firsh professionals and administraiors (PAs)
maintain relatively larger network size and more kinds of wle relationship than working
class people. Second PAs and white collars have more prominent social capital of
structural holes superior to working class. Third compared with the workers PAs have
higher social heterogeneity in gender; age and occupation index. In conclusion, PAshave
more abundant social capital of neworks than workes. The above findings reveals the

insufficient differentiation of class structure.

Societys Market and Values: Signs of the whole change—Second research on
changes in Chinese social stuicture as seen from occupational prestige and job

PIEfEIENCES  «+rvee +oess oeees sounis et s e Xu Xinxin 82

Abstract: The paper reports ratings of occupational prestige and job preferences by rural
and urban Chinese residents. Using a representative sample (N=3183) aged above 18
and comparing with the fomer research, the author found that ratings of occupational
prestige job preferences and real mobility situations by Chinese residents reflected the
deep changing process of Chinese social structure. Fimst, the differentiation of elite
stratification leads to the change in Chinese social relations and the reorganization of social
structure. Second, charges in the opportunity structure of social mobility lead to stronger
market preference increasingly. There are more and more people take entrepreneurs as an
indicator of success. Thirdly, charnges in cultural values are changing the whole Chinese
social pesonality. All signs show that China has from a period of single economic change

entered into a period of the whole change.

Reflects on the Timing View of Life-course Theory ------ Bao Lepping 120
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