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Abstract: As a highly stigmatized social illness AIDS has caused tremendous social fears
and consequent practices of social exclusion and social discimination all over the world,
simply because it’ s three widely recognized qualities that is, high mortality, multi-
channel contagious and very limited chance of being cured. Based on empirical survey
data gathered from two specific groups — the AIDS patients and the owdinary villagers —
in two Chinese rural communities this article gives out a quantitative analysis of the
relationship between local AIDS epidemiolagy and level of scial discrimination against
AIDS patients and their family members within local communities. The author not only
presents descriptive data of the forms and levels of locally embedded social disciimination
against AIDS victims but also brings out two regresson models to explain levels of social
dis crimination that reported by AIDS patients and the oinary villagers respectively. In
the first two parts of this article, the author has traced relevant literatures regarding wo
topics: first the nise of AIDS as a social illness and the responses of global social sciences
towards ity and then the cument status of Chinese academic efforts on AIDS.

Review on A Preference of Son ------ Wang Wenging &Pan Suiming 165

Abstract In this article we review the previous studies on preference of son in the
mainland of China and find that there is a gap between macro- and micro-pemspective or
between structure and individual for which the research methods employed by the
researchers must take part of responsibilities. In order to understand the childbearing
practice of Chinese people we draw much on P. Bourdiew who tries hard to transcend the
dichotomy of stucture and individual and conduct fieldwork in the concrete cultural
context. We find that although in the last 100 years or so China, not only its urban areas
but also its mrl areas has witnessed great changes in many aspects of life, in some
villages the habitus of peasants, as far as childbearing practice is concerned, has changed
little. Tt is because that the social trajectory of those people which silently shapes and is
shaped by the habitus, has been kept fairly intact even after going through so long a period
of time.

REVIEW

Review on Chinese Village Community Centered on the Kainou-Hirano
Debate -+ oeversoverssoeenoeene e i v [ Guoging 194

Abstract In China’ s rural areas, the tension between village cadres and villagers has
been increased due to the intensified social stratification. Howeves the root of this social
phenomenon runs deep into Chinese history that we can only soit it out by examining the
basis on which the wral societal structure has so far been fomed. Is a village of such type
an association composed of only spontaneous activities purely for self-interests of the
individuals or a community ruled by commonly agreed social regulations? This question
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gaverise to a wide debate among Japanese scholars in sociodogy, law theory and other
related fields in social sciences (also called Kainou-Hirano Debate), who took the
Preliminary Investigation to the Rural Areas of China in the First Part of 1940s as major
reference. Most scholars insisted that China’ s villages should be viewed as associations
with limited socio-economic functions although with very loosely oiganized stmcture
resulting from social stratification and clan administration. They also sumised that under
such circumstances village cadres’ authonty had been seriously weakened. Under the
condition that villagers help each other as exchange and only for their own interests,
village serves as no more than a living community where villagers can obtain the
necessaries of life. Therefore, dumnng the transition of the China’ s villages to function
onentated organizations the nature of villages as village communities together with
villagers own identities with such village commurnities needs to be solidified. Future
social work will also include restoring the over-stratified il society and presewing the

completeness and stability of the villages.

BOOK REVIEW

Discourse Turn in Social Psychology and lts A cademic Topic:
Reviewing Jonathan Potter and Margaret Wetherell, Discourse and Social
PSychology -+« +veeeseeeesenene e e v oo Xigo Wenming 214
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Reading Marcel Mauss, The Giff -+ -« e- weeere woeeeewenmee oo Xun Lil 07
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