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Abstract. It is an important change that modern social welfare turns from humanism to the civil
rights for political and moral idea, which makes social welfare not only the need of ordinary morality, but
also a political and moral claim. It turns welfare into a right for those poor people, the help they receive
from the state or other people is regarded as a responsibility of the government and the collectives, and
the welfare is no longer a charity for sympathy or pity. The idea on civil rights makes social welfare a
sovereign goal for social equality and justice. It will help reforming Chinese system of welfare by

researching what change happened on the idea of polity and morality of welfare in theories and practice.
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