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conflict among different interest groups than woik as pure indictors of marketization.
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Abstract This paper propeses an opportunity-mobility perspective to illustrate how
different social actors respond to changes of the opportunity structures in the labor mark ets
of transition economies, and how labor mobility affects social stratification. Using the data
from a national sampling suvey, the patterns of the entry into self employment in urban
and rural China and acwss different reform stages are examined. Analysis shows that
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during the postcollective era, this paper detects a kind of egalitarianism mentality
concealed in that phenomenon. The author makes use of field data and related literature to
constuct a story line to interpret the making of peasant egalitarianism. Although the
genesis of peasant egalitarianism can be found in the traditional culture, the author argues

that the mentality mainly took shape in the process of collectivization.
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