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(Axelrod, 197; Kohler & Gumeman, 2000; Young, 1998). ¢
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Collective Action, Free-rider Problem, and the Application of Formal Models
10 S0CIA] SCIENEES  «rv crreee oeermmenn cnnreeaeennn rnene veenns Zhao Dingxin 1

Abstract; Staring with Olson’ s theory of free-rider problem this article discusses the
application of formal models in the studies of collective action social movements and
social sciences in general. The article argues that; 1) the quality of a formal theory should
not be judged by whether it fits with empirical data or with other formal and empirical
theonies. It is also misleading to explain or predict empirical phenomenon by the results
derived from a formal model. 2) The quality and importance of a formal theory should be
judged by the importance of the poblems that the model intends to address and the
robustness of the model’ s assumptions. Olson’ s free-rider problem is important because it
captures the central activity of human society — the pursuing of public goods and one of
the most important variables that determine whether or not a public good will actually be
delivered — population size. Successful formal models always tend to be fommal
representations of the wisdom of hunan society in the foms of proverbs or folk wisdom.
However, most scholars in social sciences do not possess this kind of methodological taste.
Therefors  the formal models that they have constructed are often no more than

mathematical games.

Market Transition and Laid-off Workers «-c«+c-coeeveeeeeens Xie Guihua 22

Abstract Based on market transition theory and segmented labor market theory, this
study has investigated the effects of China s market oriented reform on urban layoff,
reemployment and job rewards. Using quantitative research methods, it examined the
effects of human capital and political capital on workers employment and income and how
these effects differ by types of enterprises. This study has found that both human capital
and political capital play important wles in detemining layoff but lose their effects on
income in postlayoff jobs. In addition ownewship rank, and size of enterprises that used
to affect workers” well-being before reform do not affect workers’ layoff and
reemployment. The study also reveals that other types of segmentations based on

« «

‘sy stematic discrimination” or “ employer taste” on age and gender may emerge in the

urban labor market.
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