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Rural Fee Reform and the Changing Relationship between State and Peasant
............................................................ Zhou Feizhou 1

Abstract This paper is exploring the Rural Fee Reform from 2002 and its effect on the
relationship between state and peasant. Based on the studies in 12 townships, 3 counties,
the author found that the basis of local govemment finance had been transformed from rural
fees and levies to inter-govemmental tranders and debts. This may cause some
fundamental changes in state-peasant relationship: the ties between local govemment and

peasant are becoming loose and the state power might start to retreat from rural societies.

Fiscal Decentralization and the Evolution of Sub-provincial Intergovernmental

Relations: A case study — --serveeeeremscmnes e Zhang Yanlong 39

Abstract: The influence of fiscal reform on central-provincial relations has long been the
focus of academic research. However little attention is paid to the chamge in sub-
provincial intergovernmental relations in the fiscal decentmalization process. Based on
newly released documents, this paper analyzes the sub-provincial fiscal reform in the
1980s and its influence on intergovernmental relations in a province. The paper finds out
that decentralized fiscal management system accelerated the differentiation of fiscal
interests and intensified the competitions over the share of fiscal revenue among tiers of
local governments. Meanwhile, local policy makers were dominated by their self-interest
condderations. Various policies and strategies were adopted to ensure sufficient fiscal
revenue needed by public service provision and government mnning. In this process,
different policy considerations could be distinguished in policies dealing with relations with

higher and lower govermments.

Multiculturalism: Rhetoric, politics and conceptualization
............................................................ Chao Kang 64

Abstract; “Multiculturalism” in contemporary Taiwan is essentially a rhetoric celebrating

fomal diversity and paradoxically an ideological agenda for natiombuilding. Vital issues

243



such as social equality, inclusive citizenship and radical individuality are silenced amidst
the cacophony of multiculturalism. Under the cover of rhetorical reasonableness,
multiculturalism in Taiwan is secretly against the cultural diversity as such by taking the
latter as means to the final end of national unity. Multiculturalism is paradoxically
monoculturalisn. As a theoretical formation multiculturalism is suiprisingly numb in
reflecting upon its relation to the idea of empire, the neo-liberal globalization and an idea
of radical particularity. The paper attempts to offer an immanent critique to the idea of
multi culturalism by pointing out its aporia and potentiality, and argues that only though a
radical rethinking of three meta-dimensions of multiculturalism, i e., time, space and

subjectivity, can the idea of multiculturalisn be rescued from its thetorical excess.

Protest Mobilization Under Danwei System in China
ceewweoeee Feng Shizheng 98

Abstract Damwei (wotk-unit) is one of the most important mechanisms for contwlling
collective protest in China. Using China GSS 2003 Data and Logistic model this article
analyses the segmenting effects of two tmits of damwei, namely, the ownewship and
hierarchical position, on the three mobilizing mechanisms of pmotest including relative
deprivation, resource mobilization and political pocess. On one hand it turns out that
danwei still significantly depresses the mobilization of protest, but depending on danwer’
s traits its dynamics and effectiveness vary significantly. The segmenting effects are
verified to some extent. Under the rigid conirol of danwei, the social resources to
organizing the protests say, the discretionary time, money and leadership, remain
uninfluential  foretelling unorganizing is still the basic mobilizing pattern. On the other
hand the research also reveals that the danwei system is producing protest potential but
it is stiongly depressed by the political effects of danwe’ s hierarchical position.

The Reemployment Choice of the Unemployed: Micro-level analysis of the
minimum living security system -+ -+ Ci Qinying &Wong Chackkie 135

Abstract Based on survey findings from the Wuhan region, using a micro-level
individual perspective, this paper is to examine whether or not factors such as welfare
dependencs reemployment benefits, antiwelfarist values and belief of unemployment
causation, affect reemployment of the unemployed. The authors find that reemployment
behaviors are affected by reemployment benefits and belief of unemployment causation
much more than welfare dependence. Empirical findings do not provide definite answer to
the question of whether or not the poverty relief system in place nowadays has constrained
reemployment of the unemployed. On this basis it may be advisable to put more efforts on

the design of reemployment system for facilitating reemployment of the unemployed.
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