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Abstract: Using data from a 1996 national probability sample of Chinese men, this paper
analyzes the effect of family background on occupational mobility in contemporary China.
The author has paid particular attention to the muraburban institutional divide. China has
an unusually high degree of mobility into agriculture and also, apparently, unusual
“openness” in the uthan population. Both pattems are explained by China’ s distinctive
population registration system, which simultaneously fails to pwotect peasants from
dowrward mobility and pemits only the best educated mral men to attain urban residential
status, resulting in severe sample selection bias in previous studies restiicted to the de jure
urban population. In this artidle, new lights are shed on the relationships between the
socialist egalitarian policies and social fluidity and between inequality and mobility.

On “Living a Life of Forfune” - seveesoimsinins s Wu Fei 66

Abstract This is a theorwtical reflection of the author s field study of suicides during
which the author found that suicide in China is significantly different from those described
by Western suicidologists. The reason for this difference is that the western suicidological
paradigms are based on the ideas about human nature and life of the Western culture. In
order to find a theoretical framework to interpret suicide in China, the author applies an
idiom in spoken Chinese: “ living a life of fortune” (guo 1nz). According to this idea, life
is a process from biith to death, and each step of it happens in the family. Hence the
family is not merely a social organization, but constitutes one’ s existential living
condition. Oné s happiness depends on the balance of family life, and the fundamental
elements of family life are persons propertys and rtuals. Suicide usually happens when
an imbalance of power in family life leads to injustice.

A Study on Migrant Workers' Permanent Migration Intentions ««« ««««xx«xee
Cai He &Wang Jin 86

Abstract Based on research of the household registration system, this article discusses
what factors might affect migrant workers decisions to choose city household regstration
and migrate to city pemanently. We found that among different groups with different
migration intentions, individual inclinations to move and institutional pressures work in
different ways. If using willingness to give up land as the indicator for behavioral
pemanent migration intentions, then the main factors affecting migrant woikers intentions
are individual inclinations to move, which mainly include individuals human capitals and
their inclination towards wban life style so the choice is mainly based on economic
rationality. If we use the willingness to change one’ s household regstration to the city
where they are working as the indicato, then the main factors are mostly about localities
and institutional pressures which point to the social rationality underlying the migrant
woikers pursuit for institutional protections to impwve their living conditions in the cities.
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