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Famers’ Petition and Erosion of Political Tmuist in Government — +«-+-+ +=++-+

.................................................................. Hu Rong 39

Abstract Based on survey data, this paper explores the relationship between fammers
petition and erosion of political trust in govemment in China. Factor analysis shows that
famers trust in government can be divided into two componenis: the grassroots
govemment trust component, which covers farmers  trust in township govermment, county
govemment and city govemment, and the high level government trust component, which
includes trust in provincial govemment and central govemment. The grassroots government
trust is much lower than that of the highrlevel government trust. Further multi-regression
analysis shows that besides factors such as age, sex and political efficacy, petition
influences political tst significantly. The higher level of government famers go to for
petitions the more famers twst in governrment ewdes. The author agues that in spite of
the substantial flaws in the existing petition system, refomns should not be limited to the
petition sy stem but should be implemented more broadly to find solutions.

Deliberative Democracy in Rural China: A case study
.................................... He Baogang &Wang Chunguang 56

Abstract Villagers self-govemment has been cartied out in rural China for almost 20
years and laws and policy regulations relating to it have become more detailed concrete
and standardised in recent years. Howeves villagers basic rights and interests cannot be
guaranteed and villagers”  self-govemment has not built fimm institutional protective
barriers for villagers basic rights and interests. To improve village democracy and give
villagers access to basic rghts going further with democratic decision-making,
management and supervison is as important as holding democratic elections. Based on a
successful democracy experiment in a small village in Zhejiang Province, the paper argues
that in order to advance development of Chinese deliberative democracy, it is necessary to
establish several institutions or procedures such as chairing meetings by independent
moderators, random selection of participants, issuing information in advance, survey-
based decisomrmaking, and democratic consultation on significant affairs.

Consumption Institutions, Incentives to Labor, and Legitimacy Resources:
The change of institutional arrangements regarding consumer lives and laborer

motivations in urtban China =+ ++e+eseeeeeseeeeeeeeeeeeeees Wang Ning 74

Abstract: Employing the method of govemmental documents analysis this paper dedls
with the logic undedying the transformations of consumption institutions in China from the
early 1950s to the late 1990s from a macwo-perspective. It is argued that in a totalitarian
state, consumption is not something totally at individuals disposal but rather something
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deeply shaped ly the state’ s policies and institutional armangements. Meanwhile, the
state’ s institutional arrangements of consumption have much to do with the situation of
incentives to labor. Fuithermore, the relationships between consumption institutions and
incentives to labor vary with the state’ s legitimacy resources. Thus there is a logical path
underlying the change of the institutional arrangements regarding consumer lives and labor
motivation, and this path is closely related to the change of the state’ s legitimacy

resources.

The Medieval Cities and the Origin of Modem Citizenship: The heritage of
Weber s sociological study on city ~— «eeereeeeeeeee e Wang Xiaozhang 99

Abstract: Citizenship is a core concept of modem politics, and the modern citizenship of
some special western cities onginated in the late middle ages. Through a reconstructive
reading and interpretation of Weber s study on cities this article points out that by
comparative studies between the eastern cities and the western cities between medieval
cities and ancient cities, and via the hidden dimension of religion in his sociological study
on city, Weber showed to us the structural economical and cultural conditions under which
the western medieval cities were capable of giving birth to the early shape of the form of
modern citizenship. Weber' s analytic framework with respect to the medieval cities and the
ongin of the modem citizenship is of enlightening significance to our understanding and
reading of the recent theores related to citizenship, incduding the disputes between
Communitarianism and liberalism.

Is High Response Rate Better 7 Another understanding on response rates for
SOCial SUIVEY — «wreeseeees sennes s e Feng Xiaotian 121

Abstract Based on the query of American scholar, the paper discusses the problem of
response rates for social survey and its methodological sgnificance. Using the results of
American GSS for reference, the author points out that on the one hand as the size of a
sample represented by the response rate is the final indicator of representativeness of a
survey result, so the higher response rates the better. On the other hand, there are many
factors restricting and affecting the response rates for social survey, and if seeking an
impractical high response rate it would be likely to affect the quality of the survey. In this
case the higher does not equal to better. We should pay attention to both the completeness
of the sample and the quality of the information to increase response rates as well as avoid
high response rates with lower quality.

Is Falsification Possible in Social Science 7 =+-+ex«-e- Zhang Yang 136
Abstract; This article discusses the methodology of Poper s methodological falsificati onism
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