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reflections about the social workers experiences. In their joumey with the villagers, the
researchers began to realize that cultural illiteracy is an essential obstacle of social work
intervention in rural China. The authors argue that if we are insensitive to the local culture
and context professional knowledge can be useless to the local people, or even worse, if
not handled carefully, can become cultural invasion to the local community.

DEBATES

The Significance of Response Rates and Others; Another explanation to
“high” response rates for Chinese social survey — ---- - Hao Dahai 180

Abstract This is a response to the critique of the paper “Is Tt Really Better to Have
Higher Response Rates? published earlier in this journal. The author demonstrates in the
present atticle that the previous critique was based on misunderstanding of the key concept
of survey research: the sample size. This fundamental misundestanding invalidates the
central aiguments made in that earlier article, including the crtique to the Chinese
General Social Survey (CGSS). This paper presents evidence showing that several recent
large - scale social swiveys yield similar response rates. 1 argue that the issue of low
response rate has not attracted adequate attentions from survey researchers. Survey
researchers in China are facing very different social reality from 10 years ago, when
response rate was a trivial issue. As it is getting increasingly difficult to get adequate
cooperation from respondents, especially uiban respondents it is the time for us to give
some serious thoughts on the issue of low response rate and try to work collectively and
creatively on possible solutions.

On the Sample Size and the Response Rate -+ -+ Feng Xiaotian 195

Abstract: The paper responses to the ciitique by the paper “ The Significance of Response
Rates and Others”. The author points out fistly that the citique’ s staiting point is
improper. The author argues that the definition of the response rate given by himself is the
same as that given by Foler, and the author s understandings to the concept of sample
sizes and to the sample size of CGSS2003 are clear and correct in other words the
author does not misundestand the meaning of the sample size. The paper points out that
it s the author of the aticle “ The Significance of Response Rates and Others” who
misunderstands it by changing the conception of the “ sample size” to “ the number of
people interviewed”, and has impropeidy introduced the “ couse of survey” to the
discussion of the “sample size”. At the same time, it biings confusion about the sample

size of CGSS2003.
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