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Class Structure and the Middle Class Location in Urban China ~ -+-+-+ «+++-
.................................................................. LiuXin 1

Abstract In this papes the author atiempis to develop a scheme of class soration in
urban China and locate the middle class within this framework. The author argues that the
dynamic basis and mechanism of social stratification in socialist China are different from
those in the capitalist market economies. Public power, contol rights over assets (public
and private), and human capital (professonal assets) constitute the dynamic bass for
class differentiation in contemporary China. Based on these dynamics, 17 class positions
and 5 classes can be identified in urban China. The five classes are the top classes
(command class), upper middle dasses, lower middle classes skilled workers and nom
skilled workers. Statistical findings from a national sampling survey data from urban China
(CGSS 2003) suggest that, the proposed class framework can significantly reduce
variances of variables such as income and housing, subjective class identification, and
perception of happiness. These research results show the validity of the proposed class
scheme in contemporary urban China.

“Different Ways to Different Types”: Typological analysis about the middle
class in present China’ s towns ==-eeceeeeseeeeee e Li Lulu &Li Sheng 15

Abstract This atticle analyzes scial functions of China’ s middle class against the
background of institution transformation. Using the dua analytic framework of
“ reallocation to market” and logic of “ social structure- class experience - class identity -
class character”, the writer makes typological differentiation between present China’ s
middle classes and defines this kind of differentiation as “ endogenous vs. exogenous” .
Also, based on the data of CGSS 2003, the writer discusses different characters and social
functions of these two different types from three aspects i.e., generational continuity,
political consciousness and consumption consciousness, providing a typological mode for
analyzing the differentiation of present Chind s middle class.
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......................................................... Wu Xiaogang 38



