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Modern Adaptation in a Traditional Culture Frame: Uxorilocal marriage in

Ping’ an Village since 1949 -+ «voeeoonevmnen i Gwo Yonging 136

Abstract. Uxorilocal marriage has a long tradition in China, yet the uxorilocal sonin-law
never had a lot of prestige in traditional China. Sonless families usually adopted a paternal
nephew to continue the family line and support the parents in their old age. As the rural
society develops there are more and more uxonlocal mariages within the sonless families
instead of nephew adoption in Ping an Village. Nevertheless, this uxorilocal marriage is a
kind of contingent uxorilocal marnage. According to the village nom, when the sonless
family has more than one daughter, only one of them can take in a husband. Children
bom into this uxorilacal mamwiage will address their maternal grandparents and other
relatives by paternal addresses. In the local tradition the daughter who takes a husband
into her parents family is in fact regarded as a son and her relationship with other sisters
is therefore transformed from sister-sister relationship to brothersister relationship. The
author calls this kind of daughter a quas-son. This tem can appwopriately explain the

entitlement that she and her children receive within the village.

The Shaping Process of Body and Its Gender Implications: The
phenomenological analysis and gender interpretation of Awen’ s disease
...................................................... Zheng Dandan 154

Abstract Employing phenomenological description of an ordinary man Awen’ s diarthea
disease, the author concentrates on the agony and uneasiness of “ lively body”, and tries
to explore and understand how social-historical background and culture shaping Awen’ s
daily life, hisbody and his disease. Through demonstrating Awen’ s and Aying’ s different
shaping processes of social class this paper conceptualizes the gendered bodies of the
spouse as the discourse of wcial relations and symbolic system and tries to understand

how their different embodied practice symbolizing the broader social stucture.

COMMENTARY AND DEBATE

Responsibilities of Chinese Sociology: Discussion of theories and practices on

building “ Socialist Harmonious Society” ««-«- «ss«es sovees seumne cenns connn, 171

Abstract Nowadays Chinese society has entered a crucial perod of reform and
development When the Central Commitiee of the Communist Paity has advanced the
guideline and strategic task of constucting socialist hamonious society, Chinese
sociologists should take their respondbilities. Participants of this conference accentuated
that we should: 1. maintain the sociological appwach combined with structural analysis
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and mechanical analysis to understand the concept of “ hamonious society” in a middle-
range sense; 2. begin with the analysis of primary contradiction to grasp the key
theoretical thoughts of constucting harmonious society; 3. speed up the institutional
reform and creation to promote the construction of harmonious society with social
rebuilding; 4. optimalize the social stucture and rebuild the elementary social order based
on justicg 5. emphasize the cultivation of citizenship to reshape the socia identification
during the trandoming period; 6. develop macwo policies of “ gross-structure” toward

developing social policy and social organization construction etc.
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