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Collusion among Local Governments: The institutional logic of a government

BERNAVIGE  wvvver seenrr crnrnn cernee vrreen i ceneen e ae Zhou Xueguang 1

Abstract A salient governmental behavior in China is the collusion among local
govemments that is local govemments often foorm aliances so as to sidetrack and
compromise the original intentions of state policies. As a result, there are significant and
persistent deviations and goal displacement in policy implementation processes. This
atticle develops an organizational analysis and theoretical explanation of this phenomenon.
The key arguments are as follows: In the Chinese goverrment apparatus colluson among
local govemments, though informal and illegitimate, has resulted from organizational
adaptation to its institutional environments, hence acquired legitimacy and became highly
institutionalized. The author argues that collusions among local governments are to a great
extent unintended consequences of the centmalization of authority and the enforcement of

incentive designs in the Chinese govemment in recent years.

Utopian Realism: Is it possible and desirable 7 -+« ------ Cheng Boging 22

Abstract: Anthory Giddens proposes the outlook of utopian realism to capture the future-
onentation. As a citical theory without guarantees is utopian realism possible and
desirable 7 This article firstly explores the basic assumptions of Giddens’ s social theory,
especially its philosophical anthwopology. It is clear that the prospects of utopian realism
are based upon the postulates of the knowledgeability of human agents and the double
hemeneutic which chamctenzes social science. The tensions between utopianism and
realisn are then analyzed and the difficulties in balancing the universalism of utopian
realisn with the contingency and hetergeneity of contemporary society are also
mentioned The implications and limits of utopian realism are showed by the case of
Giddens smodel of a democracy of the emotions. Finally, the article attempts to show the
rhetorical strategy which Giddens uses to overcome the take-itorleave-it quality of his
theory.

Voluntary and Involuntary Job Mobility and Eamings Inequality in Urban
China, 1993 2000 -+ cerereeeerrmrncemmnn eeeens ceneee ans Wu Xiaogang 33
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