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Grassroots Mobilization and the Mechanism of Interest Fxpression of the
Peasants Group: A comparative study of four cases ----- - Ying Xing 1

Abstract: By a comparative study of four cases this article breaks through the debate of
paradigm between the organized elite field and the unorganized bottom field raised by
westem social movement study and Indian bottom society study respectively. This article
expands the concept of “ policy-based resistance”, and criticizes the popular idea that the
interest expressions of the peasants goup have arrived at a new stage of “ resistance by
policy’. It is proposed that the grassroots aciors constucted a very special group with
unique goal and logic in their action. Grasswots mobilization makes the mechanisn of
interest expression of the peasants group manifest flexibility on the methods of interest
expression  dualism on the organization, ambiguousness on the political indirection.
G rassroots mobilization is both the process of mobilizing participation, and the process of

reasonably contwlling and stopping the collective action in good time.

State, Market and Institutional Change in Post-Mao Era: The Maoism-
orientated re-centralization in Nanjie Village, 1981—2000 -«----eeeeeeneees
ceewweeeee Feng Shicheng 24

Abstract This is a case study on the institutional change of Nanjie Village, which
featured high collectivilization and politicalization duing 1981—2000. The author
analyzes the institutional change process from three angles: economic increase, political
legitimacy and ideological line. The author argues that the Nanjie Villagé s institutional
change is the outcome of the co-evolution, namely, competition, constraints enforcement
and transformation between the state and market. The co-evolution has three dimensions:
benefit legitimacy and ideology, and the path and outcome of institutional change under
the co-evolution were shaped by both the process of modernization and marketization in
Chind s social transformation and the path dependence and cultural lag in China’ s
incremental reform strategy. As historical conditions, the proceeding and logic of China’ s
modernization constrained the state and marketl s institutional choice. Under the interplay
between the path dependence and cultural lag the interaction between the state and
matket can produce various complex combinations even “ institutional paradox” .
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