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State Capacity and the Dynamics of Tax Riots during Late Ming Dynasty
................................................ Xu Jin &Zhao Dingxin 1

Abstract In the late Ming Dynasty, Emperor Wanli sent his eunuch tax collectos to
Suzhou and Wuchang to implement his new fiscal measures in order to extract more taxes
for an ever shrirking state purse. This policy met great resistance and triggered riots in the
two regions. However, while rots of similar scales broke out in both regions, they had
different dynamics. The riot in Suzhou lasted only five days but in Wuchang its scale
expanded and persisted for almost two years. In this aticle, the authors argue that the
different dynamics of the riots in the o regions can be explained by the different state
capacities of the two local govermments. The Suzhou government was able to put down the
riot quickly because it maintained its autonomy and governing capacity after the arnval of
the eunuch tax collector, which in return allowed the govemment to deal with the riot with
a coherent policy. The ot continued and intensified in Wuchang because the local
govemment was unable to deal with the nots coherently after it lost its autonomy in a failed
confrontation with the eunuch tax collector.

The Technological Changes and Social Changes in Filature Industry in Pearl
River Delta: An Inter-construction Perspective -+ Zhang Maoyuan 23

Abstract: The paper investigates the technological changes happened in Filature industry
in Pear] River Delta in the late 19th century, and the related social changes, especially
the collapse of natural economic system which embodied the labor division between man
and woman. The paper also discusses all the stakeholders reactions, including the people
who introduced the new technology: the government the gentry and the famer. Finally,
the author argues that, in understanding the relationship between technology and society,
neither technology deteminates social structure, nor social structure shapes technology .
The social changes and the technological changes happened in Filature industry show that
technology and organization are inter-constructed.

The Role of Government and Famers in Land Development and Transfer
......................................................... Zhou Feizhou 49
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