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Abstract; This paper describes a growing process of a village’ s Old People Association
during the past wo decades focusing on the intemal and external factors which have
created the development of this endogenous self-governance organization and then the
practical and theoretical implication of the association’ s growth. The paper ends with two
concdusons that the cultivation of the sub-organizations of village is important to the
development of the villagers self-governance and the growth of wral civil society, while
both fieldwoik and the theory of age grouping will be beneficial to the in-depth study of the
autonomic organization and “ our presence” can also be beneficial to the growth of

villagers autonomic consciousness and the development of political anthropology.

Why the Chinese Public Prefer Administrative Petitioning over Litigation ---
......................................................... Zhang Taisu 139

Abstract: In recent years, the Chinese public, when facing disputes with government
officials have preferred a nomrlegal means of resolution, the Xinfang system over
litigation. Some scholars explain this by cdaming that administrative litigation is less
elfective than Xinfang petitioning while others argue that the Chinese have historically
eschewed litigation and continue to do so habitually. A closer examination of contemporary
and historical data indicates that both explanations are questionable: Xirfang petitioning
is, in fact much less effective than litigation, and very rarely solves the petitioner s
problem. Moreover; traditional Chinese societies, patticulady those in the Qing and
Republican eras did not display significant anti-litigation tendencies. This paper proposes
a new explanation: Chinese have traditionally litigated administrative disputes, but only
when legal procedure is not too adversana and formally allows for the possibility of
reconciliation though court- directed settlement. Since this formal possbility does not exist

in modern Chinese administrative litigation, people feel uncomfortable with it.

Exchanging Land for Social Security Basing on “Right over the Property of
Another”; An analysis of sociology of law -+ --- Zheng Xiongfa 163

Abstract Overall planning of the Urban and Rural Social Secuity System aims to
develope the rural society. The article suggests peeling social security off land in order to
integrate land resources and develop modem agriculture. The author finds that the
Economic System Reform and Umbanization have brought tremendous changes to man-land
relationship and land-night relationship in the past 30 years. All these changes need
exchanging land for social security, whose legitimacy is based on right over the property of
another. Drawing lessons from practices at home and abroads the paper depicts the logical

path of exchanging land for social security and gives some suggestions for it.

Researches on Culture Alienation of Ethnic Minorities in Han Nationality
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