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Core and Periphery: A case study of the restructuring of mral AIDS patients’
social relationships in east part of Hubei povince ------ - Xu Xiagun 64

Abstract: Taking the event of AIDS as a touchstone, the author aims to inspect the
changes of scial rlationships between the local peasants and the rural AIDS patients
when facing the AIDS. Through the analysis of the mptuing restoring creating of the
relationships  the author concludes that the rural scial relationship system has
differentiated into a core-periphery stucture. The periphery of the social rlationship is
highly interest-orientated meanwhile the counterpait of the core is highly emotion
onentated. With the stucural simplifying process of rural social relationships the
traditional social support network becomes weaker, which aggravates the risks of the rural
life To adapt to the marketorented society in the future, a new oiganized social
relationship system based on the interest-orentated needs to be built up to replace the
traditional social support network.

Views of Chinese Citizens on Current Inequalities

................................................... Martin King Whyte 96

Abstract: Are Chinese citizens angry about cumrent nequality pattems and trends ? Many
analysts contend that Chinese are increasingly arngry about current inequalities and that
disadvantaged goups and particularly famers are the most angry. Results of a 2004
national survey contradict this view. Most Chinese citizens view cuwent inequalities as
mote fair than unfair, they are more optimistic than citizens in many other nations about
the chances for ordinary individuals to improve their living standards and in general urban
residents and the well educated are more critical of current inequalities than famers and
other disadvantaged groups. Objective status characteristics and Gini inequality statistics
are poor predictors of Chinese popular attitudes toward current inequalities.

From “Existence” to “ Recognition”: Issues of peasant workers in the view of

Citizenship — ++++eseee veeees cernns et Wang Xiaochang 121

Abstract; The studies of “migrant workers” in contemporary China have been undergoing
a transfomation from the narrative pattern of “ existence-economics” in the existence angle
to the namative pattern of “ status-politics” in the view of citizenship. The “status-politics”

« . L. :
existence-economics’ narrative pattem,

narmative pattern has relative superority to the
because it not only contains the care of the latter, but also avoids the defaults of the
latter; which degrade the “migrant workers” and narrow the “ issues of peasant workers” .
However, many of the studies of peasant workers under the “ status politics” narrative
pattern have some problems that should be noted. To a laige extent, the preblems are

related with the researchers’ substantialized comprehending and handling on the
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