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On the Egg-shaped Structure of the Ethnicity Identification of Liangshan
Yi People: A field study in Xiao Liangshan villages -+- Jiarimuji 192

Abstract: The essay studies the ethnicity identification before during and after the
democratic reform of Yi people in Liangshan. The author elaborates on the features of
their egg-shaped structure and culture construction and argues that empirical
research of ethnicity identification is superior to the research strategy which
substantializes and objectifies “nationality ” or “ethnic group ”. The inflexible
borderline does not exist while the “membrane” of ethnicity which has the function
of differentiation and absorption is clearly visible in ethnicity identification.
Therefore the study of ethnicity identification is not only useful for understanding the
complicate nationalities phenomena but also useful for reflection on the cause and

effect of the various problems related to ethnicity.

REVIEW

Risk Society and China:A dialogue with Ulrich Beck — «sveeeeeeceaceeene
seesseesensennenanees Ulrich Beck Deng Zhenglai & Shen Guolin 208

Abstract: This dialogue discusses characteristics of risk society such as the
enlightenment function (opening up the possibilities of alternative modernity) the
communicative cosmopolitan logic of global risk (public deliberation in the global
context) and a cosmopolitan imagined community (dissolving the global “other” via
mass media). Going through a “compressed modernization” China is currently
experiencing the predicament of a synchronic coercion from the first and the second
modernities to which risk society might possibly provide a solution of “alternative
social imagination ”. Through interconnectedness risk society breeds revolutionary
forces and empowers state and civil society alike. Finally for social studies risk
society reveals the internal limits of “methodological nationalism ” in the
replacement of which there arises a “methodological cosmopolitanism ”  thereby

leading to a cosmopolitan paradigm shift in social sciences research.

BOOK REVIEW

Beyond Sex/Gender:
Reading Judith Butler Undoing Gender — -+++-=+ssse+ Fan Xuan 232
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