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The Enchantment of Writing: Notes toward a philological anthropology
derreren e Wang Mingming 44

Abstract: In this comprehensive essay the author writes to create what he would
call “philological anthropology”. Drawing from philological considerations of the con—
tinuity between magic and writing (and thus civilization) the author considers
“communicating with divinities” and “signifying all things” to be the original “func—
tions” of writing. Criticizing the “illiteracisms” of structuralism discourse theory

and “writing culture school” the author aims to bring the study of writing into the

forefront of anthropology and relate it to the anthropology of civilization.
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Abstract: Through investigation of Shanghai municipal archives the paper examines
the Democratic Reform Campaign of private industries in Shanghai in 1952. The au-
thor tries to find out how the nascent communist power imposed ideological and organ—
izational transformation upon the “old workers” by the techniques of mobilization
such as grievances confession and demonstration and laid the foundation for remold—
ing a new Chinese working-class from above down. The remolding of the “old work—
ers” is not only necessary to socialist industrialization strategy but also a part of the
social integration in cities at grass—toot level by the new state.
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Abstract: Based on the 2008 CGSS(CASS) data this paper uses Brown decomposi—
tion method to do the analysis on the income gap formation causes and processes. The
study has found that income disparities between the different ownership (danwei) is
the major part of the overall income inequality and household registration system is
the threshold impeding the raise of migrant workers” income level in public-owned en—
terprises. Human capital can explain 36. 2% of the income gap indicating even
though the elements of human capital can affect the income but a unified labor mar—

ket is not fully formed.
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Abstract: During economic reform China has been experiencing not only the chan—
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ges of relations of production and property ownerships but also the globalization and
information revolution. This means China’ s path to modernization may be different
from the western ones. In the eyes of young rural workers “city life” may also have
its specific meaning in the Chinese context. The paper first briefly reviews the theo—
retical assumptions and limitations of rural labor researches in a Marxist perspective

then discusses how information and communication technology (ICT) studies can be
one of the other possible ways to examine contemporary Chinese labor situation.
Based upon an understanding of the interplay of young rural workers and ICTs the
paper suggests that the living ecologies and social meanings of “work” in young work—

ers’ life courses need to be revisited.
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Abstract: Using data from a nationally representative survey conducted in 1996 this
paper explores determinants of occupational attainments in rural China since the late
1970s. Specifically the paper examines how status attainment is affected by different
types of family origins. The results show that people with old-elite family origin (po—
litical or economic elite families in rural China during the prediberated era) or new—
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had advantages they differed in strategies. People in new-elite families tended to en—
ter wage labor or rural cadre occupations during the whole period covered (1978 —

1996). For those in old-elite families their choices varied with time: during the ear—
lier stage of reform (1978 — 1986) they chose to enter wage labor occupations;

while during the later stage (1987 —1996) they chose to enter rural entrepreneur or
self-employed occupations. To explain this the paper adopts the cultural reproduc—
tion theory proposed by Bourdieu arguing that elite culture transmitted across gener—
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Abstract: Based on the data from Chinese General Social Survey 2005 (CGSS
2005) this paper investigates how civil disputes are distributed among different so—
cial classes and how they respond to those disputes through mobilizing various chan—
nels of dispute resolution. Special attention is paid to the impact of social stratifica—
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different social classes follow different paths to civil justice. Facing civil disputes
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