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cial problems social contradictions social conflicts and their significant impacts on
social life. Compared with traditional society the society we are living in today is
more complicated more risky and full of uncertainties. Given the numerous pressures
and challenges facing the Chinese society it is very easy for people to misunderstand
the real meaning of social management namely taking social management merely as
a passive and defensive means to social control and distorting the goal of social man—
agement as strengthening the total control of the state power over the society. The real
goal of social management however is to improve the living conditions of human be—
ing. The means of positive social management is characterized by active social con—
structions and reforms and the goal of positive social management is to improve so—
cial conditions and to build a better society full of happiness. Justice is the path lead—
ing to positive social management. Perfecting social mechanisms is the key to positive
social management.

PAPER

Rethinking Max Webers View of Chinese Culture ------ Su Guoxun 33

Abstract: Through examination of Max Weber’s discussion in The Religion of China:
Confucianism and Taoism the author points out that Weber like many of his Euro—
pean contemporary thinkers had a Eurocentric tendency in his comparative history—
culture study. This tendency made his study of Chinese religion extremely sharp and
insightful meanwhile led to many errors and misunderstandings in his commentaries
however. Considering Taoism as “absolutely irrational ” and defining Oriental reli-
gions includng Confucianism Buddhism and Taoism as the mysticism type Weber
put them directly against the Western asecticism religion-culture type and then de—
veloped the basic framework of his comparative religious study. Based on this re—
search framework Weber tried to figure out and explain the peculiar development
routes of major civilizations around the globe through comparisons and contrasts to
modern Western rationalism. The author argues that Weber’s views of Chinese culture
not only rested upon his ideal-type methodology of cross-cultural study but also re—
sulted from the European cultural unity deeply rooted in the ancient Greece rational
philosophy and Medieval Hebrew religious beliefs.

Market Society or Society of Marketness? An Analysis Based on the Con—
troversy between Karl Polanyi and Douglass North ««eeeeeeeeeeerennenens

Abstract: Karl Polanyi and Douglass North hold totally opposite views on the under—
standing of the industrial revolution. The former analyses the formation of market so—
ciety within the framework of mutual benefit reallocation and market analysis while
the latter is interested in the essential importance of transaction cost and institutional

243



