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Abstract: From the standpoint of governing people the basic characteristic of the
Chinese political system is the separation of the power to govern officials from the
power to govern people which forms “the vertically decentralized authoritarianism”.

The central government controls the power to govern officials which includes appoint—
ment supervision rewards and punishment of the officials. With regard to governing
people it is the responsibility of local government. As long as the local officials do
not violate the principles of the central government they can decide how to govern
people under its jurisdiction. This system contains two mechanisms to reduce the po—
litical risk of the central government: One is to disperse the political risk and the
other is to adjust the degree of the centralization of state power spontaneously. As a

result the two mechanisms contribute to longterm stability of the political system.
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Abstract: The paper first analyzes the applicability of the theories of community so—
cial movements. Political opportunity structure resource and organization are expla—
nation variables but the community characteristics are the key variables that should
be paid more attention to especially in the first step of the community movement
when resources and organizations are not enough. Community characteristics include
space population and organizations which are correlative to one another. The three
factors promote or restrain the community social movements and lead to the structur—
ation of the community characteristics. The interior community and the exterior social
control structure are the dimensionalities of community characteristics which directly
explain the trend of community movements. Based on the analysis the author argues
that only if the government arranges the factors of community characteristics reasona—

bly and changes the zero-sum game relation of government and community can the
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