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The Stratification of Social Structure and the Marketization of Interests

Relations: New challenges facing social management in China «--++---+

.................................................................. Li Lulu 1

Abstract: The core of social construction and social management is to orchestrate in—
terest contradictions and conflicts among different social groups and to keep social
order. In the new historical era the contradictions and conflicts among various social
groups are characterized by two aspects that is the stratification of social structure
and the marketization of interests relations. As a result integrating the increasingly
differentiating social structure and addressing the relationship between power and
rights in the context of marketization will be new challenges facing China’s social
management in the long run. Given Chinas development stage and the constraint of
transformation path and considering the growing diverse social strata and the deepe—
ning marketization process transparency participation and balancing are the funda—
mental notions and directions which would guide us to address social contradictions
and conflicts and to reshape the social order.

Interests Differentiation and Residents” Participation: The dilemma and

theoretical transition of China’s urban grass—roots social management -+

............................................................ Wang Xing 20

Abstract: There are two types of participants in China’s urban community namely
livelihood participants and powerdiability participants. In the practice of grass—roots
social management there is interests differentiation for both livelihood participants
and powerdiability participants. The power-iability participants are in the dominant
position so they could switch freely between their own interests and public interests.
The livelihood participants however are in the vulnerable position and their inter—
nal interest conflicts lead “community autonomy” into an awkward dilemma. This
kind of paradoxical fact in China’s urban grass-—roots society implies that our theoreti—
cal research must shift from normative theory to positive theory.

242



